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PROCEEDINGS 



THE STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 



Vol. I. 1834—1835. No. 1. 



November 17, 1834. 

The Society assembled this evening for the session ; the Mar- 
quis of Lansdowne, President, in the Chair. 



The following papers were read : — 



I. " An account of the Proceedings of the Statistical Section 
of the British Association, in September 1834." By Charles 
Hope Maclean, Esq., Secretary. 

This Section met in Edinburgh for the first time after its formal 
recognition by the Council of the Association, and was well and 
numerously attended. Mr. Benjamin Heywood, the President cf 
the Statistical Society of Manchester, communicated the results of 
an inquiry instituted by that Society in 1834, into the condition 
of 4,102 families of working men in certain districts of the town 
of Manchester, This information had been procured by personal 
inquiries at each house, made by an agent of the Society. The 
following is an abstract of it : — 
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Number of families visited 

Do. of persons in those families.. 
Do. of families occupying houses 
Do. do. cellars. 

Do. do. rooms. 

Do. of lodgers 

Do. of children above 12 years 1 

of age J 

Do. do. under 12 do ... . 

Do. of persons receiviDg wages ~( 

&c J 

viz. — 

r Spinners , 141 

Carders ' 147 

Piecers 1,087 

Throwsters i 69 

Reelers 69 

Power Loom Weav- 
ers 

Dressers 



60S 
00 



» ( Fancy . . 

£ ) Silk 

g ~\ Plain . . , 

a 

g ( Warpers 
g Winders 
g 1 Clerks . . 
o 1 Porters 



g f Bricklayers ... 

% ) Stone-masons . 

•"g j Labourers . . . 

CSI (_ Joiners 



3 
1 

2,046 



4,102 
19,869 

3,100 
752 
250 

1,165 

3,996 
8,121 

7,789 



20 

443 

7 

144 



17 

17 

523 

55 



Calenderers and Dyers . 



3, IS! 



2,060 



614 



612 



181 



Fustian Cutters 

Tailors 

Shoemakers 

Sempstresses & Dressmakers. 

Washerwomen 

Other occupations 

WEEKLY RENTAL. 

[Families paying Is. and under 
Above Is. to Is. dd. inclusive 

, , Is. 6d. to 2s. 

. . 2s. to 2s. 6d. 

.. 2s. 6d. to 3s. 

. . 3s. to 3s. 6d. 

, . 3s. 6d. to 4s. 

. . 4s. to 4s. 6d. 

. . is. 6d. to 5s. 
5s. to 5s. 6d. 

. . 5s. 6d. to 6s. 6d. 
. [ English Families 

& Irish 

§ ■> Scotch 

o Welsh 

I Foreigners 



2,270' 

1,761 

30 

33 
6 



2,021 

591 

1,473 

17 



a C Church 

■g, ) Dissenters 

•-3 j Roman Catholics 
tf ^Professing no religion 



Number of Children attending \ 
Day Schools . . / 
Do. Sunday Schools.. 
Number in Benefit Societies , . 
I Do. of Parents who can read 
Number of Houses well fur-1 
nished . , J 
Do. comfortable . . 
Do. not comfortable 



149 

119 
228 
149 
136 
1,354 

45 

320 

727 

993 

831 

434 

337 

84 

66 

2 

6 



4,102 



4,102 

252 

4,6S0 
1,163 
3,114 

689 

1,551 

2,551 



An account was read of the origin and progress of the new 
Statistical account of Scotland, which is in course of publication 
under the superintendence of the Society for the benefit of the 
Sons and Daughters of the Scottish Clergy. The proceeds of 
the sale of this work (several numbers of which are published) are 
exclusively applied to the objects of that Institution. 

Dr. Cleland presented a paper on the Statistics of Glasgow, 
chiefly in relation to the probable duration of life in that city. 
The births were not obtained from the parochial registers, which 
are extremely defective, but in the following way. 



Dr. Cleland addressed a letter to each of the seventy-five clergy- 
men and lay pastors in the City and Suburbs, who baptize children, 
requesting to be favoured with the number they might baptize 
from 14th December 1829, to 15th December 1830, both days in- 
clusive, being the year previous to the last Government Census. 
The letter was accompanied by a book in which the sexes and 
the particular parishes in which the parents resided were to be 
inserted. Dr. Cleland also requested the various Societies of 
Baptists, the Society of Friends, and Jews and others who do not 
dispense the ordinance of baptism to infants, to favour him with 
the above particulars relative to children born to members of their 
Societies ; and had the satisfaction of receiving returns from the 
whole ; as also an account of the children of parents who, while 
disapproving of infant baptism, did not belong to any religious 
Society, when it appeared that in the City and Suburbs there were 
6,397 children baptised or born to Baptists, &c, and that of that 
number there were only 3,225 inserted in the parochial registers, 
leaving unregistered 3,172. 

BILL OF MORTALITY FROM 14th DECEMBER, 1839, TO 15th 
DECEMBER, 1830. 

A General List of Births, Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 
within the ten Parishes of Glasgow, and the Suburban Parishes 
of Barony and Gorbals. 

Births and Baptisms detailed thus : — 

Males. Females. Total. 
Returns from Clergymen and Lay Pastors ..3,291 3,116 6,397 
Add still-born from ditto 246 225 471 

Total 3,527 3,341 6,668 

Of this number there were registered only .... 1 ,678 1 ,547 3,225 
Number unregistered exclusive of still-bora ..1,603 1,569 3,172 



The children were baptised as follows, viz : — 

By Clergymen of the Church of Scotland 3,123 

By do. of the Secession Church , 664 

By do. of the Relief Church 671 

By do. of the Roman Catholic Church 915 

By do. of the Scotch Episcopal Church, Independents, 
Methodists, and other denominations, including births among 
Baptists, Society of Friends, Jews, &c 1,024 

Total 6,397 

Of whom have died : — 
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211 


75 






113 
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96 


85 .... 
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50 


90 .... 






10 


19 


95 .... 
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104 .... 
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Total 



,.,,2,701 2,484 5,185 



Marriages engrossed in the registers of the City, Barony, and 
Gorbals : — 

In the City 915 

Barony 691 

Gorbals 371 

Total 1,919 



Burials engrossed in the registers of the City, Barony, and 
Gorbals Burying Grounds : — 

Males. Females. Total. 

January 273 268 541 

February 226 223 449 

March 218 207 435 

April 208 184 392 

May 185 175 360 

June 200 17S 373 

July 194 183 376 

August 232 206 438 

September 249 229 469 

October 236 184 420 

November 234 189 423 

December , 255 259 514 

Total 2,701 2,484 5,195 

Details of burials in the City : — 

In the High Church Yards 1,72S 

In Crypt of Cathedral 3 

In Blackfriars, St. David's, and North- West Bury- 
ing Grounds 204 

In Crypt of St. David's Church 12 

In Episcopal Chapel Burying Ground 4 

Total Burials within the City 1,951 



1,961 



In Barony Pariah : — 

In Calton Burying Ground , 809 

InBridgeton do. 229 

In Tolcross do. 192 

In Shettleston do. , , 54 

In Anderston do. 125 

In Cheapside-street do. 123 

In Woodside-street do 268 

In Crypt of Rev. Dr. Mitchell's Church, Wellington- 
street 31 

Total Burials in Barony Parish 

In Gorbals Parish : — 

[n Gorbals Burying Ground 

Total Burials in City and Suburbs 



1,831 

1,403 
5,185 



The following is a classified list of the ages of persons in 
Glasgow and the suburban parishes of Barony and Gorbals. 

Ages of persons in Glasgow and in the Suburban Parishes of 
Barony and Gorbals, for the Census of 1S31. 



Under 5. 


5 10 
to ' to 
10. 1 15. 


15 20 
to to 

20. 30. 


30 
to 

40. 


40 
to 
50. 


50 
to 
60. 


60 

to 
70. 


70 
to 
80. 


80 
to 
90. 


90 

to 

100. 


100 
and 
upw. 


Total. 


Males, 15423 
Females, 14855 


13127 
12580 


10491 
10720 


8489 
12256 


15177 
23003 


12179 
14240 


8685 
9329 


5549 
6099 


322S 
3692 


1090 
1502 


260 
385 


26 
32 


1 

4 


93724 
108702 


Total, 30OT7 


i 
25707 : 21211 


20745 


38185 


26419 


18014 


11648 


6920 


2592 


645 


58 


5 


202426 



That Glasgow is a place of average health for Statistical pur- 
poses may be inferred from the daily state of the weather, which 
Dr. Cleland published in 1831, by which it appeared that the 
average quantity of rain which fell yearly during 30 years preced- 
ing that period, amounted to rather less than 23 inches. But more 
particularly, the degree of health may be known, and tables 
formed for ascertaining the probability of human life, from a series 
of the Mortality Bills where the age of the living and that of 



persons who have died are narrated in connexion with the popu- 
lation, and a table of longevity for Scotland which Dr. Cleland pre- 
pared in 1821, by which it appeared that, on an average of all the 
counties of Scotland, there was one person eighty years of age for 
every 143^2 of the population ; while in the county of Lanark, 
with a population of 316,790, including 263,046 who live in 
towns, viz., in Glasgow 202,426, and in other towns 60,620, 
there was one such person for eveiy 1 69^, showing a degree of 
health in the population of Glasgow, nearly equal to that of the 
whole of Scotland. 

The following results have reference to Glasgow, and its 
suburbs which partake of a mercantile and manufacturing popu- 
lation, or something between Liverpool and Manchester, the 
town population being 198,518, and the rural 3,908. 

In 1831 the population was found to be 202,426, the burials 
5,185, and the rate of mortality consequently 39—. The births 
being 6,868, there is one birth for every 29i r o persons. The 
number of marriages being 1,919, there are 35 births to each mar- 
riage, and one marriage for every 1051* persons. The number 
of families being 41,965, there are 42^ persons to each family. It 
is very satisfactory to know that with the same machinery in 
1821, the population being 147,043, the burials 3,686, the rate 
of mortality was 39 ~ o , or in other words as near as may be to 
the mortality in 1831. By reference to the Bills of Mortality 
between the years 1821 and 1831, similar results will be found. 

It appears from all the authentic Bills of Mortality Dr. Cleland 
has ever seen, that there are more males born than females, but 
taking the population above fifteen years the number of females 
preponderates. The following results for Glasgow are derived 
from the census of 1831 : — 
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Males under 5 yrs., 
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Females, 


14S55 
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Males under 10 yrs., 


28549 


Females, 


27435 


excess of Males, 
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Males under 15 yrs., 


39040 


Females, 


38155 


excess of Males, 


885 


Males under 20 yrs., 


47529 


Females, 


50411 


excess of Females, 


2882 


Males under 30 yrs., 


62706 


Females, 


73419 


excess of Females, 


10713 


Males, entire populat.,93724 


Females, 


108702 


excess of Females, 


1497S 


Burials — Males, 


2701 


Females, 


24S4 


excess of Males, 


217 



ADDENDA FOR 1831. 

DESCRIPTION OF HOUSEHOLDERS. 

Married men 30,032. Widowers 1,730. Bachelors 1,437. 
Male householders 33,259. Widows 6,824. Spinsters 1,882. 
Female householders 8,706. Total families 41 .965. 

COUNTRY TO WHICH THE POPULATION BELONGS. 

Scotch 163,600. English 2,919. Irish 35,554. Foreigners 
353. Total 202,426. 

RELIGION OF THE POPULATION. 

Established Church 104,162. Dissenters, Episcopalians and 
Jews 71,299. Roman Catholics 26,965. Total 202,426. 

NUMBER OF PAUPERS AND EXPENSE OF MAIN- 
TAINING THEM. 

The number of paupers in the city and suburbs being 5,006 and 
the population 202,426, there is one pauper for every 40 - . 

The number of paupers being 5,006, and the sum expended 
for their maintenance or relief 17,281?. 18s. 0\d., shows the cost 
of each pauper to be 31. 9s. Q\d. If the sum for the relief of 
paupers were equally paid by the whole non-recipient population, 
the proportion to each would be one shilling and ninepence and a 
small fraction. The sum of 17,281Z. 18*. 0\d., includes the 
entire expenditure of the out and in-door paupers, surgeons' 
salaries, medicines, clothing and educating children, maintaining 
lunatics, funeral charges, &c. 

The cost of each pauper in St. John's parish is SI. 8s. lOfyl. 
The poor in that parish are maintained or relieved on the Paro- 
chial system introduced by Dr. Chalmers in 1820, i. e. by the 
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Kirk Session from its own resources, without receiving any part 
of the general assessment for the poor, although the inhabitants of 
St John's parish are assessed for the maintenance of the poor 
generally in the same manner as other citizens. 

Mr. Auldjo read a paper on the Statistics of Naples, develop- 
ing the present physical and political condition of the inhabitants 
of that kingdom. 

Captain Maconochie, R. N., gave an analysis of some of the 
principal subjects of M. Guerry's work, ' Sur la Statistique 
Morale de la France.' These were the most interesting papers 
read to the Section ; besides which, much discussion arose on the 
various topics considered in them, as well as on other matters 
incidentally introduced. 

II. "On the character and present condition of the Irish La- 
bourer." By Woronzow Greig, Esq. F.R.S., Secretary. 

Mr. Greig's remarks are the result of personal observation 
made in August and September 1 834, during a tour in Ireland, 
undertaken, it appears, for the express purpose of investigating 
the truth or inaccuracy of the various statements circulated on 
this side of the channel, respecting the actual condition of the 
Irish people. As a class, Mr. Greig describes them as stout and 
able bodied, capable of great labour for a short time, but unfitted 
for protracted exertions of mind or body. Their ordinary food is 
stirabout, (a mixture of oatmeal and water) potatoes, and occasion- 
ally milk, and a little fish. They never taste meat, unless, perhaps, 
at Christmas . They drink ardent spirits in abundance, which have 
become with many a necessary of life ; without this artificial stimu- 
lant, indeed, no labour can be undertaken, and for indulgence in it 
all other considerations are sacrificed. 

The Irish labourer is badly clothed, sometimes scarcely covered 
as decency requires : his ordinary cabin is of the most wretched 
and disgusting description. Under these privations of food, cloth- 
ing, and lodging, the general character of the working class in 
Ireland is reckless, fickle, idle, and improvident. 
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Mr. Greig refers particularly to the observations of the District 
Surveyor of the County of Antrim, on a hody of 2000 labourers 
employed under him in constructing a rail-road between Kings- 
town and Dublin. These men received 9s. weekly wages : the or- 
dinary pay of such labourers in other parts of the country being 
about 6*. He estimated the value of the day's work of an English 
labourer in England, as at least double that of an Irishman in Ire- 
land; so that although wages are both nominally and really lower 
in Ireland than in England, more work is done in England than 
in Ireland for the same money. This gentleman believed that 
none of the 2000 men had tasted animal food during several months 
that they had worked under him, and at least 1500 never went 
to work without a dram. 

The average rate of agricultural daily wages throughout Ireland 
is about S^d., the highest wages being Is. : the lowest 5d. for 
farm servants, who lodge and feed themselves. Labourers by the 
job, and those who get in the harvest, are paid rather more. 
About Dublin, Cork and Belfast, in Louth, and through great 
part of Down and Armagh, the wages of a labourer employed 
throughout the year, are Is. in Summer, and lOd. in Winter ; 
wages being universally lower in Winter than in Summer. In An- 
trim they are very variable, but on the coast, are the same as in 
Down and Armagh. In the County of Derry, they average lOd. in 
Summer, and 8d. in Winter : in Sligo, 9d. and Id. : in Donegal, 
Mayo, Galway, and Kerry, they average Id. and bd., these being 
the lowest wages known in Ireland. Distress is by no means so 
great in the last four counties as in a large proportion of the more 
fertile districts : indeed, the agricultural population there appears 
comparatively comfortable. 

In Connamara, and other parts of Galway, and in the pasture 
lands of Mayo, Donegal, and Kerry, it is customary for the herds- 
men, who are employed during the summer on the hills, to migrate 
to the sea-coast in winter, and to live there houseless, and depen- 
dent on the charity of the fishermen, till the return of spring. 

Following the line of coast, wages rise again gradually as the 
distance from the capital decreases, but with considerable irregu- 
larity. In Kerry, as already noticed, wages arc very low : in 



Cork, the adjoining county, they are high : in Waterford they 
fall again. In Wexford a slight advance is made, and in Wick- 
low, particularly in the north-east, they are as high as in any part 
of Ireland. 

These statements refer to farm servants, neither fed nor boarded 
by their masters : if they live with them, their highest wages are 
5tf., more usually 4d. This custom is more common in the re- 
mote districts, where men servants receive very low wages. In 
Connamara, the expense of a farm servant is estimated as fol- 
lows : — 

£ s. d. 

His keep throughout the year 2 10 

Clothing, at most 1 1 

Wages 3 



6 11 



Women's wages in Ireland average about Ad. daily : in Galway, 
Limerick, and other pasture counties, they may earn 2d. or 3d. by 
knitting while they tend cattle. In Connamara, the women and 
children are all employed in knitting stockings. Spinning is the 
most profitable female labour, as a skilful spinner may earn by 
it 8d. or 9d. daily. The Irish labourer could not maintain himself 
and his family without his potatoe ground. 

The average return from an acre of the richest land planted 
with potatoes is 8/., clear of all outlay for rent and manure, but 
including the cost of labour and seed. The rent paid for such 
land in the county of Limerick is also 8/. , the landlord providing and 
laying on the manure. The better sort of labourers keep a cow, 
but the most common appendage to the Irish cabin is the pig, 
which leads a life of starvation until it is full grown, when it is 
sold to pay the rent. 

Mr. Greig considers the condition of the Irish labourer, wretched 
as it is, superior to that of the Pole, the Russ, the inhabitant of 
the Italian Maremma, or the Sicilian. His wages are lower 
than those of the Italian, even in Lombardy, but higher than 
those of the Sicilian, Pole, and Russ. 
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In conclusion, Mr. Greig expressed his hope that no English- 
man could remain satisfied with seeing his fellow-subjects only 
just removed above the most miserable nations of Europe. 

III. " Analysis of the Accounts and Depositors of the Devon 
and Exeter Savings' Bank. By William Lee, Esq., Actuary of 
that Institution, with a few Remarks by G. R. Porter. Esq." 

This analysis takes in the period from 1827 to 1833, and 
divides the depositors in the Devon and Exeter Savings' Bank 
into five principal classes, and twenty-one sub-divisions. 

The principal results of this classification are shown in the 
annexed Table. 



: No. 

Male Servants , 867 

Female Servants | 3574 

Children 344 



Servants 



Small Shopkeepers 

Artificers and Mechanics 

Labourers 

Females in Trade 

Apprentices 

Carriers, Drivers, Porters. &c 
Teachers, Clerks, & Shopmen 
Children 



Traders &Manufacturebs 8488 



ilSo 



Amt. of 
Deposits. 

43612 

106022 

3284 



15291S 



503 ! 
2365 
118 

612 
448 
194 
470 

3778 



Small Farmers . . , 

Labourers 

Children 



AaRICULTURISTS . 



Sailors, Soldiers, Reve- 
nue Officers, &c 



Miscellaneous 879 



788 
2059 
3844 



36900 

90839 

2916 

20269 

2615 

8535 

21224 

50S40 



224138 



40190 
65757 

53933 



6691 159880 



10S0 



40977 



Average 
Deposit. 
£ s. d. 
50 6 
29 13 3 
9 10 11 



31 19 2 



53 9 7 
38 S 2 
24 14 1 
33 2 4 
5 16 9 
43 19 11 
45 3 2 
13 9 1 



26 S 1 



51 3 
31 18 8 
14 7 



23 17 11 



37 18 10 



32654 37 2 11 



REMARKS. 

The census of 
1831 gives 2232 for the 
number of male ser- 
vants in Devonshire, 
exclusive of Tavistock 
and Plymouth, in each 
of which is a Savings' 
Bank. The number of 
female servants in the 
same district IB 17383. 
The wages of female 
servants in Exeter 
rarely exceed six gui- 
neas. The census of 
1831 shews 27669 per- 
sons engaged in retail 
trade and handicraft 
in Devonshire, exclu- 
sive of Plymouth and 
its suburbs. TaviBtock 
is not distinguished. 



The census of 1831 
gives in Devonshire, 
exclusive of the imme- 
diate neighbourhood 
of Plymouth and Ta- 
vistoclt, 3269 occupiers 
not employing laboiri- 
ers: of the 2059 labour- 
ers, 989 are depositors 



n». boo ur 

under £20 



The deposits in the Savings' Banks of Devonshire are larger, 
in comparison with the population, than those of any other county 
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in England, as appears from the Government Returns. The opera- 
tions of the Devon and Exeter Savings' Bank have been greatly 
facilitated by the co-operation of upwards of 130 Clergymen and 
Gentlemen in various parts of the county, who have undertaken 
to receive deposits each from his own neighbourhood, and to 
transmit them to Exeter for investment. 



December 15, 1834. 
Henry Hallam, Esq., F.R.S., Treasurer, in the Chair. 

A paper was begun, entitled, " Observations and Suggestions 
respecting the collection, concentration, and diffusion of Statis- 
tical Knowledge regarding the State of the Nation." By William 
Jacob, Esq., F.R.S. 

A paper " On the State of Parliamentary Representation in 
England and Wales," by T. Vardon, Esq., was then read. 

The House of Commons in 1831 contained 513 English mem- 
bers. These were reduced by the Reform Act to 500 : 56 
boroughs were wholly disfranchised, 30 were partially so by 
being deprived of one member, and the united borough of Wey- 
mouth and Melcombe Regis, which formerly returned four 
members, was deprived of two. Forty-three new Parliamentary 
boroughs were created, 22 to return two members, 21 to return 
one member, each. 

The disfranchised boroughs were those in which the sum of 
the two numbers, expressing their relative number of houses and 
relative amount of taxation, was the least. 

The Commissioners who reported on the limits of the boroughs 
to be settled by the Reform Act were instructed to ascertain 
whether or not each place contained as many as 300 inhabitants 



